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the mistake committed in Bengal of making the assessments
unalterable for ever, was not repeated. These settlements are
subject to revision.
Diversity of Land Revenue Systems.
385. The Indian land revenue system is thus largely an in-
heritance from pre-British rulers, a fact which explains its
development on divergent lines in the different provinces.
In Bengal, Bihar, a fourth part of the Madras Presidency
and one district in the United Provinces, the Government
has recognised the proprietary rights of zemindars and
fixed the assessment permanently. In a large part of the
United Provinces, in the Punjab and in the Central Provinces,
a similar class of landlords intervenes between the Government
and the cultivating tenants, and is primarily responsible for the
payment of the revenue; the settlements, however, are subject
to periodic revision. In the rest of India, the Government deals
direct with the cultivators and discharges some of the functions
of a landlord.
With the details of the machinery for the preparation of the
cadastral record, for fixing the assessment and for collection of
the revenue, we need not concern ourselves. Assessments in
the temporarily settled provinces are, as we have explained
above, revised periodically (the period of settlement varying
from 20 to 40 years in the different provinces), and^are a propor-
tion of the net produce or assets of the land. The maximum
proportion taken in the shape of land revenue was theoretically
half, but in practice it has tended to be very much less in aU
provinces, and recent legislation in certain provinces has
definitely reduced the statutory maximum. When there is a
failure of crop owing to an unfavourable monsoon or other
natural cause, the land revenue is frequently remitted or col-
lection postponed to a subsequent year. These periodical settle-
ments are of great importance from the administrative point of
view, for the functions of the settlement staff involve a detailed
inspection of every village, and provide opportunities for an
intimate acquaintance with the needs and sentiments of the
villagers. Every re-settlement is preceded by an elaborate-
economic survey of the district, and the reports of the settlement
officers, which embody the results of these enquiries, are among
the most valuable documents throwing light upon the economic
conditions of the country.
Other pre-British Sources of Revenue.
386. We have dealt so far with the growth of the land revenue
system under British administration. Of the other sources of
revenue acquired by the East India Company in 1765, the most
important were royalties on salt, customs, and internal transit
duties. The grave scandals associated with the levy of transit
'duties led to their abolition in 1842, but the other two continued